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“This study aims to examine the application of classical methods in teaching Arabic, particularly
grammar (nahwu), among eighth-grade students at Pondok Pesantren Ulumul Qur’an Medan. The
main focus of this research is the bandongan method, which remains a distinctive feature of teaching
classical Islamic texts (kitab kuning) in pesantren. This research employed a descriptive qualitative
approach, using a case study through observation and interviews with teachers and students to gain
deeper insights into the effectiveness of classical methods. The findings reveal that the most
frequently used method is bandongan, as it significantly contributes to students’ understanding of
reading unvowelled texts, especially in mastering grammatical rules. Teachers stated that this
method allows the material to be delivered systematically and coherently, while students expressed
feeling more motivated and supported in comprehending the structure of the Arabic language. On
the other hand, several weaknesses were identified, such as limited active interaction, a monotonous
learning atmosphere, and students’ difficulties in maintaining concentration.
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